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Archbishop Ramon 
Benito de la Rosa 
y Carpio, of the 
Archdiocese 
of Santiago de 
los Caballeros, 
celebrates a Mass at 
a Cenacle gathering 
of bishops, priests, 
religious and 
faithful. This is 
part of the Marian 
movement of 
priests that features 
Father Stefano 
Gobbi, of Milan, 
Italy, who was given 
the world as his 
parish by the late 
Pope John Paul II, 
with the message 
to consecrate 
themselves to 
the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, 
with the Marian 
movement of 
priests. More than 
4,000 gathered 
at the open-air 
auditorium called 
Centro Catolico 
Carismatico, 
Saturday morning, 
March 11, in 
Santiago de 
los Caballeros, 
Dominican 
Republic. Five 
Catholic women 
from Ocala 
attended the event. 
See their story in an 
upcoming issue of 
The Florida Catholic.
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4,000 attend Cenacle gathering in the Dominican Republic

Tanya Goodman
ORLANDO

Maria Vadia said her family 
knew a lot about religion. As 
a child in Cuba she attended 
Catholic school. 

“I knew my catechism, I won 
awards, but I didn’t know him,” 
Vadia said to the predominantly 
female audience at the Lenten 
day of reflection at Holy Family 
Catholic Church March 16. 
Eighty people came to hear 
Vadia talk about her journey 
to Jesus.

After Fidel Castro came 
to power,  Vadia’s family 
immigrated to Miami. Through 
all the turmoil of leaving the 

Miami minister 
finds true wealth 
in gifts of the Spirit

fa m i l y ’ s  h o m e l a n d  a n d 
starting life in a new country, 
she said, the family still did 
not know Jesus.

Vadia graduated college 
and soon married another 
Cuban-American. Of course, 
Vadia said, they married in 
the church.

“We were in love with the 
world,” she said.

Vadia became a compulsive 
shopper. When she was bored 
with shopping in Miami, she 
would fly to New York City 
to shop.

T h e  c o u p l e  h a d  f o u r 
children in five years. She 

See LENT, Page A5
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Bishops’ statement on 
immigration reform

Read the complete text of the 
bishops’ statement “Hear the  
Immigrants’ Cries for Justice.
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The U.S. Senate will 
reconvene March 27 to 
make its final decisions 
on immigration reform 
proposals ,  said Nancy 
P o w e r s ,  c o n s u l t a n t 
for Farmworker Af fairs 
for the Florida Catholic 
Conference. And according 
to “Justice for Immigrants: 
Together on the Journey of 
Hope,” a campaign of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), now is 

the time to contact senators 
before they reconvene. 

This month Cardinal 
Theodore E. McCarrick, 
archbishop of Washington, 
stated, “It is an important 
time and it is vital that all 
American citizens, most 
impor tant ly  members 
o f  fa i th  communit ies , 
understand the present 
moment in which we live 
and act to ensure that our 
nation does not forsake her 
immigrant history.”

Immigration 
reform statement 
released by bishops 

See REFORM, Page A12

The USCCB calls for ‘immigration policies that 
promote families and honor human dignity.’


